
A4WDA Info #12 - National Forest Service Posted 

 

Morning, Rebecca and Maddie are here for another installment. This time let’s cover the US Forest 
Service. 
 

There are six national forests in Arizona, which total approximately 15% of the land in 
the state US Department of Agriculture. These are Apache-Sitgreaves, Coconino, 
Coronado, Kaibab, Prescott, and Tonto. 

Each forest has developed a will provide maps of the area called an or Motor Vehicle Use Map 
(MVUM), except the Kaibab. These maps show the roads that are open for motorized use, 
dispersed camping areas, designated campgrounds and other important information. 

MVUMs are available at all forest ranger districts and can be downloaded from each district’s 
website or electronically downloaded for use with the Avenza App. 

USFS allows camping, hiking, picnicking, fishing, and biking, motorized and mechanized 
recreation as designated. However, specific activities may have restrictions based on local 
regulations and conditions. 



When using the USFS you should know where you are, that is why they have developed the 
MVUMS (Motorized Vehicle Use Maps). 

The forest is more regulated, more structured and often more crowded than BLM lands. 
 Designated routes matter - You must stay on marked/designated roads and trails.  
 Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) - This is your go-to information, if a road isn’t on it, 

it’s not legal to drive. 
 Permits - Required for some areas, like the Tonto Recreation Permit for day use in certain 

zone`s. also some other areas such as Bulldog Canyon, The Rolls, St. Clair, Desert Vista. 
Check A4WDA #7 – Arizona Permits for more information. 

 Camping - Dispersed camping is allowed, but often with restrictions (distance from 
water, roads, etc.) Typically maps will show where dispersed is allowed. The MVUM 
also shows this information. Coming up in A4WDA #17 – Dispersed Camping. 

 Fire restrictions – Forest Service is usually the first to enforced fire restrictions, 
especially during high-risk seasons. Check A4WDA #6 – Fire Permits for more 
information. 

 Law enforcement - Forest Service officers, Game and Fish officers and Sheriffs 
Department can enforce laws on the forest. 

When dealing with the forest service - “If it’s not clearly allowed, assume it’s not.” 

Main confusion: 
 Driving off road in the forest (even just a little) is not allowed 
 Not checking fire restrictions  
 Confusing State Trust Land with federal land 
 Not having the correct permit when required 

The AZ 4 Wheel Drive Association (A4WDA) has been around since 1976; we are a not for profit 
association that is funded entirely by our members and donations. 

The following information is for your use and our association, and member clubs are not 
responsible for any injury or damage these posts are for your information so that we can educate 
our users on responsible motorized recreation. 

Next – A4WDA #13 – National Parks, National Monuments and National Wildlife Refuges 

 


