A4WDA Info #14 — Wilderness, Wilderness Study and
Conservation Areas o

Maddie and I are here again to talk about Conservation and Wilderness ar
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There are several ways to limit access, mainly motorized access by designating land to other

uses, such as National Conservation Areas (NCA), Wilderness Study Areas (WSA) and
Wilderness.

These areas are designated under the Wilderness Act of 1964, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
1968.

Wilderness Areas

Wilderness areas are required to be approved through Congress and have to have 5,000 acres of
continuous land that is untouched by human activity.

As of 2023 Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has 806 Wilderness Areas at total of 111.9
million acres and 487 Wilderness Study areas a total of 11.1 million acres, in the United States.

National Forest has a total of 37 million acres of wilderness; no detailed information is available
for wilderness study areas.



Wilderness — Congress designates wilderness areas per the Wilderness Act of 1964. These areas
can be part of national parks, national wildlife refuges or public lands managed by the Bureau of
Land Management. Wilderness is closed to motorized and mechanized use, but open to hiking,
hunting and fishing. Whereas in some areas mechanized recreation may be allowed in
Wilderness Study Areas, even though they are managed pretty much the same as Wilderness.

The Wilderness Act was passed in 1964, signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson. This
Act established the National Wilderness Preservation System "...for the permanent good of the
whole people." This law also directs federal land management agencies, including the National
Park Service (NPS), to manage these wilderness areas and preserve wilderness character.

The Wilderness Act of 1964 established the National Wilderness Preservation System, a national
network of more than 800 federally designated wilderness areas. These wilderness areas are
managed by the National Park Service (NPS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), US Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS), and US Forest Service (USFS).

Wilderness areas are not open to any motorized or mechanized use. You can hike in but not drive.
You are allowed to hunt or fish in wilderness areas.

Wilderness Study Areas (WSA)

Wilderness Study Areas do not necessarily fit all of the Wilderness requirements but are
managed pretty much the same without the designation.

A WSA contains “undeveloped federal land retaining its primeval character and influence,
without permanent improvements or human habitation, and managed to preserve its natural
conditions.”

The (BLM) manages wilderness study areas under the National Landscape Conservation System
to protect their value as wilderness until Congress decides whether to designate them as
wilderness, including them in the National Wilderness Preservation System. The National
Landscape Conservation System (NLCS) was established by BLM in 2000.

These areas are considered areas with wilderness characteristics without going through congress
to get approval.

The problem with these areas is that they never seem to be designated as true wilderness or put
back into public lands use.

National Conservation Areas (NCA):

National Conservation Areas (NCAs) are designated by Congress or through Presidential
proclamations to conserve, protect, enhance, and manage public lands for current and future
generations. These areas are managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and are part of
the National Conservation Lands system.

NCAs — were designated by Congress, managed by the Bureau of Land Management,
administered under the US Department of the Interior. These areas include national conservation



lands, certain national monuments, wilderness, wilderness study areas, wild and scenic rivers,
national scenic historic trails.

There are 19 National Conservations areas in the US.

Wild and Scenic Rivers:

Wild and scenic rivers — were designated by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, these rivers
are free flowing streams that have not been dammed or altered in anyway and are closed to
motorized or mechanized recreation.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 1968 protects more than 13,417 miles of streams managed by
the Forest Service, National Park Service, the BLM and US Fish and Wildlife Service as of 2022.
As of 2024 the National Rivers Inventory listed more than 4,500 free flowing rivers that have
been identified as eligible for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Approximately
78,000 eligible or potentially eligible river segments.

o BLM manages 81 designated wild and scenic rivers, over 2,700 miles.
o Forest Service manages 5,000 miles.
e National Park Service manages over 12,700 miles of rivers.
o US Fish and Wildlife Service manages over 1,066 miles of rivers
All of this information can be found on each of the land management agencies’ websites.

The AZ 4 Wheel Drive Association (A4WDA) has been around since 1976; we are a not for profit
association that is funded entirely by our members and donations.

The following information is for your use and our association, and member clubs are not
responsible for any injury or damage these posts are for your information so that we can educate
our users on responsible motorized recreation.



